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GALATIANS V. 


Stand faſt therefore in the Liberty, 
wherewith Chriſt has made us free, 
and be not entangled again with the 


Yoke of Bondage. 


HESE words contain an advice, 
1 St Paul thought proper to give to 
| the Galatians, as a ſeaſonable im- 
e of the doctrine he had before de- 
vered in a long and pathetick diſcourſe. It 
ſeems there were among them ſome of a 
. caſt, who in order to avoid the 


perſecutions, their chriſtianity 


s and perl 
— them to, had not only themſelves un- 
dergone circumciſion, and ſubſcribed to the 
other ordinances of the law ; but were be- 


ſides very zealous in making as many con- 
verts to this ſaving expedient of theirs, 
their inſinuations and arts could find —— 


with. This wicked device; this horrid de- 


ſign of compounding matters between the ſpi- 


rit and the fleſh, between God and the 
world, the apoſtle laſhes and condemns with 
a wwarmth becoming a matter of ſo high im- 


por tance 
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porzance ; and then ſets himſelf in earneſt to 
ſhew, by a variety of arguments, that the 
folly of ſuch a proceeding was monſtrous and 
inexcuſeable, as the ſecurity of their 7empo- 
ral happineſs, gained through this means, 
png for a while only, drew after it the 
ols of all thoſe ſpiritual privileges and bleſ- 
fings, which by the chriftian religion they, 
had been put in poſſeſſion of. Thus warned 
againſt the dangerous infinuations of falſe 
teachers, and inſtructed what light to view 
their wicked ſurmiſes in, the Galatiaus 
could not but expect the apoſtle would ex- 
hort them to a contrary practice; and were 
therefore prepared to receive thoſe directions, 
he cloſes his reaſonings with, and, eſpecially, 
that comprehenſive. one of the text, to tand 
faſt in the liberty wherewith Chriſt had made 
them free, and not to be entangled - again with 
the yoke of bondage. | | 

It were to be wiſhed, our caſe was not ſo 
much ke that of the primitive chriſtians ; 
nor the exhortation before us as needful to be 
ſounded in cut ears, as it was in-tbezrs. But 
fiace we too, though bleſſed with the enjoy- 
ment of every advantage rational creatures 
can with for, are not ſuffered however to re- 
main in quiet poſſeſſion of our various privi- 
leges; but are invited by ſome among us to 
make an exchange of all our acquirements 
for ſomething, they would fain repreſent equi- 


valent, and encouraged ſo to avoid thoſe ſevere 
trials, 


1. 
trials, they themſelves are labouring with all 
their. might to expoſe us to; it ſhould ſeem, 
we could do nothing better, than timely to 
convince ourſelves that it is c duty, no leſs 
than it was the Galatians, to land faſt in the 
liberty, we are poſſeſſed of, and make it our 
buſineſs thus to acquire ſuch ſolid grounds of 
conduct, as may diſpoſe us to appear in be- 
half of our cauſe, even whilſt the danger is 
at a diſtance, or enable us to maintain it man- 
fully, whenever the evils, we are threatened 
with, ſhall draw near, and preſs us ſore. 

To obtain theſe ſalutary ends, it will be 
needful to ſet out with an enquiry into the 
nature of our duty, that there may be no 
doubts left behind, ſufficient to overthrow 
the concluſiveneſs of the motrves, that are in- 
tended to citabliſh it. And here, though it 
is hardly to be ſuppoſed, any one is to igno- 
rant, not to know what is meant by Hand- 
ing faſt, where a defection is to be apprehend- 
ed; yet in our caſe it is requiſite we ſhould 
be particular in conſidering the full ſenſe of 
this expreſſion, as our /ituatiom and circum- 
ances point out many more reſpects, ta 
which the advice ſhould bz accommodated, 
than perhaps any. other betides. According- 
ly I obſerve, that the /fradinss here recom- 
mended, docs in the fit place totally ex- 
clade ali v ing and douliſulneſt about the 
legality of cur effabliſhment cither in church or 
tate. For whilſt we harbour any ſu/p:cions 
of 


% 


1 
of that ſort, we cannot be accounted to 
ſtand to our principles or privileges; but ra- 


ther to meditate the relinquiſhing of them 


both, and even to have taken the fir /# ſtep to- 
wards it. We muſt therefore neither think 
favourably of thoſe claims, by virtue of which 
the preſent government is repreſented as an 
x ny an; nor lend an ear to thoſe cavili, 


t are brought to prove our religion ſchiſ- 


matick. On the contrary, we muſt poſſeſs 
ourſelves of a firm and lively perſuaſion, that 


the ſacred perſon ' on the throne is in all re- 


ſpects our /awfut ſovereign ; and that the 
faith we profeſs, as well as the forms of our 
worſhip, are truly chriſtian and apoſtolical. 
And indeed how can we do otherwiſe, than 
entertain /uch notions of theſe matters? For 
with regard to our civil adminiſtration, what 
is clearer, than that the /fzpulated conditions 
of government, always ſolemmiy agreed and 
ſavore to, having been broke by King James, 
in ſupport of meaſures and intereſts abſolute- 
ly inconſiſtent with the fundamental laws of 
the confiitution ? And he having be/ides moſt 
wickedly deſerted his people, and let them 
expoſed to all the miſeries of anarchy and 
confuſion by his voluntary flight and abd:- 
cation of the throne ; the nation under ſuch 
circumſtances (notwithſtanding the o 
cant of divine and indefeaſible right) had a 
prior title to provide for their own ſecurity, 
and that done, to place the ſucceſſion, where 

it 
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it was moſt likely their intereſts would be 
fafe : And, conſequently, it is evident, that 
the ſettlement of the crown in the preſent 
royal family, which followed upon the glor7- 
ous revolution, and which took place by vir- 
tue of this original, unalienable, privilege of 
the community, muſt be itſelf deem'd a 
legal ſettlement ; and the king, who now 
reigns in purſuance of ſuch a national eſta- 
bliſhment, our rightful king and governor, 
And then, as to our religious concerns, it is 
equally manifeſt, that our faith, and our wor- 
ſhip (contrary to thoſe of our enemies) no 
where diſagreeing with the doctrines and pre- 
ſeriptions of our Lord and his apoſtles; but 
in all efential particulars appearing a direct 
tranſcript of both, to the immortal honour 
of thoſe who modell'd the plan, and fitted it 
for publick uſe ; it cannot, with any ſhow of 
— ang be charged upon us, to have ſeparat- 
ed from truth and order, when we left the 
communion of the church of Rome, though 
we did from error and preeſtcraft ; but rather 
muſt it be owned that our rc/;grovs principles 
and practice are founded upon the beſ? 
grounds, they can be, even the 7nfallible 
word of God, and are for that reaſon truly 
chriſtian and apoſtolical. Thus muſt we 
conceive of theſe points; and thus ſh: ll there 
be no fear of our being unſettled in the liber- 
ty we are bleſſed with: After which it will 
become our further duty to lay ofide all 
| 7 bought S 
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[ 10 |] 
thoughts of compounding matters with the dif 
turbers of our peace, in order to prevent ſome 
of thoſe inconveniencies, which a firm attach- 
ment to our rights might expoſe us to. We 
muſt not fancy, that either our inward incli- 
nations to 7rue religion, while we ſubmit to 
join in the zdo/atrous tenets and cuſtoms of 
pery; or our value and eſteem of publick 
iberty, while we ſacrifice it to the ſord:d 
views of private intereſt; can by any means 
be made to pals for proper and ee ingre- 
dients of that firmneſs, we are here recom- 
mending. Believe me, as our outward con- 
duct is the ſureſt teſt of our iuward ſentiments, 
ſo in the preſent caſe, if theſe c] 9¾ do not go 7c- 
gether, we inſtantly rob the cauſe, we pretend 
to eſpouſe, of one of its main ſupports : And it 
is notorious that proteſtantiſin and popery, no 
leſs than property and ſlavery, being things 
as abſolutely oppo/ite to each other, as light 
and darkneſs, God and Belial; it is impoſſi- 
ble there can be any reality in our profe//ions, 
whilſt our conduct is ſo different from, and con- 
trary to them, There was a caſe or two in 
the primitive church, where this kind of 
double dealing was put in practice, though 
with different intent; thoſe, I mean, where 
Chriſtianity was endeavoured to be united 
with Judaiſm on one hand, and with Hea- 
theniſm on the other: But the apoſtles, in 
both,condemn'd the attempt on no account ſo 
much, as becauſe it diſcovered the want 7 
a we! 


11 ] 
well grounded attachment to the true faith, 
with which ſuch proceedings could not be re- 
conciled. And we ſhould remember, parti- 
cularly with regard to popery, hinted at in the 
* under the titles of Egypt and Baby- 
on, that the ſcheme of adjuſting differences 


with her cannot certainly be deemed con/iſt- 


ent with our zeal for true religion; ſince, in 
ordet to prove the ſincerity of that zeal, we 
are over and over again commanded to come 
out of her. Never then ought we to pro- 
poſe to 7emporize at the expence of our real 
intereſts, if we be deſirous to ſhew that we 
ſtand faſt indeed: but ſhould, on the contrary, 
reſolve to have no intercourſe with the hidden 
works of darkneſs; and be as unmoveable in 
ſuch our purpoſe, as the mount Sion, or as 
. that very church, that is now ſo much envied 
and perſecuted, We ſhould go further ſtill, 
to arrive at the character of /feadineſs. We 
ſhould proceed to diſcbarge, with punc- 
tuality and conſtancy, the duties, we are bound 
to perform, in reſpect to our civil or religious 
engagements, To the king, and to all that 
are concerned with, and under him in the 
management of our ſpiritual or temporal at- 
fairs, we ſhould continue to render unvaria- 
bly the juſt returns of regard, ſubmiſſion, o- 
bedience, affection and ſupport; and to the 
various /aws of the community, preſcribed 
as the proper rule of our behaviour in either 
capacity, we ought to be punctual in paying 
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[12] 

all due attention, obſervance, and conformity 
of conduct. For ſhould we fſack our pace in 
the performance of our duty to either, now 
eſpecially, that our loyalty and piety may be 
moſt conſpicuous and beneficial we ſhould 
not only be wanting in the oft eſſential part 
of our attachment (that, I mean, of perſe- 
verance) and ſo betray, an inexcuſable indi- 
ference to our ' preſent enjoyments ; but we 
ſhould, befides, actually give up all Zho/e pri- 
vileges and immunities, of which we make 
our boaſts, by deſerting that foundation u 
on which they are grounded, and that auths- 
rity by which alone they can be maintain'd 
and preſerved. Accordingly, I will not con- 
tent myſelf with ſaying, that every well- 
wither to the preſent eſtabliſhment ought 
to abſtain from all evidences of open rebellion, 
as ſuch proceedings are both in themſelves un- 
jaſtifi.ble, and a direct contradiction to the 
rule of our preſent practice; but I muſt add, 
and inſiſt upon it, that even the let in- 

ſtances of tion, to either our governors or 
our latos, ought carefully to beſhunned at this 
critical conjuncture, if we would not help 
to pull down the very edifice, we ſhould ſoar 
vp, nor be drove at laſt into the very 
tchemes, it is our intereſt to controul. In 
truth, he that will not be a peaceable and well 
affected ſubject in times like theſe ; he that 
will be concerned in tumults or riots ; or will 
be ra!/;ng at the government; or obſtructing 

, Its 


[ 13 ] 
its laws; or running down its credit; or ex- 
pofing its weakneſs ; or doing any other act as 
detrimental as theſe ; he places the conſtituti- 
on in a divided ſtate, under which it cannot 
long /ub/iſt, and is eſtabliſhing all this while, 
in himſelf and others, ſuch d:/po/itrons, 
as are fitteſt for the inſinuations and purpoſes 
of our enemies, Convinced therefore of the 
iniquity of ſuch courſes, it is to be hoped, 
we ſhall be careful to avoid them; and be di- 
ligent, rather, in qualifying our //eadfaſineſs 
with this additional, neceſſary ingredient, that 
of concurring in every lawful means, whereby 
we may ſupport, and fo be accounted to ſtand 
faſt in, our preſent happy eſtabl:ſhment both of 
church and ſtate, If our hearts be truly knit 
to the glorious cauſe we are engaged in, our 
. tongues muſt be prepared to ſpeak forth its 
excellencies, and procure it real friendſhip, 
and uni verſal countenance : Our hands too 
muſt be opened vide, to promote thoſe mea- 
ſures, that may be thought proper for its 
defence: And, ſhould it be needful, even 
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our bodily powers and faculties mult readily 4% 
be furniſh'd, for its ſupport, and the confuſi- BY 
on of thoſe that would rob us of our enjoy- | 78 
ments. Should we not be inclined to be- 7 
have in his manner; ſhould we neither be 0 
forward to ſpeak nor to act in favour of the 1 
bleſſings we are poſſeſſed of, but reſolve to 7 
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ſit ſtill, and commit to others the care of 
theſe concerns, with all its tedious and exßen- 


ſive 


[ 74 ] 
froe attendants, now, when the danger may, 
perhaps, be totally removed by our hearty 
and vigorous reſolutions ; we could not but 
incur the jz/t imputation of deſerting the in- 
tereſts of our liberty, and ſo become remark. 
ably deficient in the attachment we ſhould, on 
the contrary, bear to it, For whatever pre- 
tence our z/{-placed partiality would be in- 
duſtrious to offer in excuſe for our inaction, 
the ſame, it is clear, might be alledged with 
equal, and even greater reaſon, becauſe of our 
indifference, by every other member of the 
community: and, then, if al ſhould fink in- 
to deſpondency, and neither care nor ſtrive 
to oppoſe the torrent that is ready to force 
our happineſs down before it ; we muſt un- 
avoidably loſe tight of al/ our boaſted privi- 
leges, and with ſuch loſs bear away in our- 
ſelves the ſure and everlaſting ſtain of faith- 
P lefſneſs and treachery. Not that theſe meaſures 
of defence are wholly and ſolely to be relied 
on for a cure, under our diſtemper'd condition. 
Far be it from us to fancy, that either the race 
belongeth to the faift, or the battle to the flrong. 
But this however we may add credit to, that, 
after all due and fervent ſupplications to the 
almighty for his gracious . were. and bleſ- 
ſing, (and I with to God ! we were careful to 
make ourſelves worthy of it,) the means 
pointed out for our ſecurity, are not only 
what we are bound in duty to employ as for 
as we are able; but are beſides,” what, hu- 
maniy 


EE: 


manly ſpeaking, cannot fail of procuring the 


defired effect, if properly uſed, and ee 


gr. In the mean while, to give the ad- 
vice the greater power to inſpire us with an 
beroick ſpirit, it will not be amiſs to reflect 
on thoſe preſcriptions in holy ſcripture, where- 
we are exhorted to watch, to oppoſe,” to 
ſubdue the devil, that greateſt of our enemies; 
to whoſe machinations we may, without en- 
thuſiaſm, aſcribe the pernicious deñgns, now 
ing on, in ſupport of his favourite di. 
= — . that liberty 4 
that faith, which have God for their author. 
And then, as a ſtill further inducement to a 
proper exertion of thoſe powers, we are en- 
truſted with, it ought ever to be remem- 
ber'd, that all backwardneſs in the applica- 
tion of ſuch means, is in the ſame {cri 
tures repreſented, not only as a breach of truit, 
and an inſtance of ingratitude to the mighty 
donor of them, but, beſides, as a direct temp- 
tation of the almighty, by forcing him anne- 
ceſſarily upon miraculous providences, when 
ordinary ones were at hand, ſufficient under 
his bleſſing to have procured the /ame end. 
do many ways may we ſee it to be requiſite 
and indiſpenſable, that we ſhould join not 
our hearts only, but every ability we are pol- 
ſeſs'd of, in order to ſecure, what we cannot 


but eſteem, as moſt dear and valuable to us. 


But then, as the attack, a/ready made upon 
our liberty, is intended to be carried on ſtill 
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[ 16 ] 
Further ; and will, in caſe of ſucceſs (which 
God forbid !) be certainly attended with very 
Fevere trials, and the frongeft of temptations ; 
we muſt crown our 7:ghteous practice with 
this finiſbing evidence of its feadineſs, that of 
never ſuffering our bodies, or our conſciences, 
fo be compelled, by cur enemies, into any ft nd 
of conduci or profeſſion, that is inconſiſent with 
eur civil or religious engagements ; but rather 
ſubmitting patiently to whatever their known 
cruelty may, for our correction or amendment, 
be permitted to 1mpoſe upon us. It is true, 
this is a hard leſion, and what few are able 


to bear, ſo much as in thought. Perſecu- 


tions and impriſonments; racks and torturcs; 
crucifixions and burnings ; theſe and ſuch 
like infernal engines of flavery and ſuperſti- 
tion are no doubt very frightful to concerve, 
and much more to undergo. But, yet, can 
any one pretend, he is true to his principles, 
and that he really fands faſt and unmoveable 
in his adherence to them, if he declines to 
ſhew them in the day of trial; or ſhould the 
man be thought ſerious, that limits the bound; 


of thoſe trials, and fancies his conſtancy ſhould 


not hold out to the 4%? Is then fleadineſs a 
name, and not a duty? And is virtue at laſt 
to ſubmit to the lower inftin of our bodily 


nature? No, no. As it is only by opportu- 


nities that any grace becomes conſpicuous ; and 
the more preſ/ing thoſe calls are, the more 


laudable the practice; fo ſhould it be ſer: ou 
ly 


[17] 

t conſider” d, that a failure in point of con- 
-Pancy, tho' we may pity it, is yet ſure to tar- 
af the luſtre of our paſt behaviour, the beſt 
e can ſuppoſe ; and, what is are affect 
will render us inexcuſable before God and 
our conſciences. Better, ſays the ſcripture, 
had it been for any perſon not to have known 
the way of righteouſneſs, than, ofter he has 
Enown it, to turn from the holy commanament. 
Better indeed ; as the wan of conſtancy 
would not have fwelPd his account with this 
grievous article, and the further proofs of adiſ- 
ſembled g oodnels, and would not, by ſo fatal an 
33 of his guilt, have made his Zuin the 
more inevitable. Let us be warn'd by. fo 
Wowing a determination, and let us never for- 
get, how. ſome of the angels of the ſeven 
eburches in St John's Revelation were reprov- 
ed for their apoacy from their fir jt love; and 
much leſs, how our lord infiſts in the goſ- 
pels upon the perſeverance of his followers, 
even under the greateſt hardihips, that could 
befal __ as the only dure teſt of their dif- 
cipleſhip. In truth, ſnall muſt be that faith, 
that fears them, abo can ou! Ell the boay, 
and fears not him, that can kill both body and 
foul; as they muſt be accounted inconceivably 
weak, who would rather ſave an cye or a 
limb, tho' with the hazard of being caſt into 
bell fre, than to ſuffer mutilation with the 
certainty of peace of mind here, and endleſs 
happineſs hercaſter. | 
© Theſe 
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- 'Theſe are, it muſt be confeſſed, afright- 
ning images, which tho' neither unſeaſonable 
under our circumſtances, nor unapplicable to 
them, ſhould not however be any farther in- 
dulged at this time, when the taſk till be- 
hind (the motives namely for the duty thus 
far enlarged upon) calls not for a ruffled, but 
a compoſed temper of mind, fit to hear and 
to weigh evidences. We mult therefore, for 
a while, entruſt our memories with thoſe /a- 
lutary terrors, that juſt now engaged our at- 
tention ; and turn our thoughts to „ 

grounds, on which our fteadineſs with all its 
ſtated circumſtances is and ſhould be found- 
ed. Theſe grounds are no other, than thoſe 
our text ſets forth; and theſe well conſider'd, 
one may venture to foretell, will leave no 
doubt of the neceſſity of our ſanding firmly 
to our privileges and enjoyments. For, to be- 
gin, where the apoſtle does, who will dare 
deny his obligations to ſteadfaſineſs, if the 
ſtate he is encouraged to perſiſt in, proves to 
be a ſtate of liberty? And who wil under- 
take to ſhew, our condition is not of ſuch a 
nature? It is certain that the latos by which 
our civil conduct is limited, are preſcriptions, 
neither dictated by the humour or neceſſities 
of one man, nor made dependent in their 
execution or continuance upon his arbitrary 
will and pleaſure; but are, on the contrary, 
rational, equitable laws, made in conſequence - 
of publick wants, and enacted with our own 
con- 


[ 19 ] 


conſent, in the care and concurrence of our re- 
preſentatives. And as the ob/zgations to their 
obſervance are univerſal, and equally binding 
on all that may contravene . ſo are 
they inviolably kept to, and maintain'd in all 
ſolemn appeals to their protection. Thus 
ſtands the caſe with our civil privileges; and 
if we conſider our religious liberty, either 
with regard to our common faith or worſhip, 
we ſhall find that to be in nothing behind 
hand with our temporal enjoyments. - For 
— it is, that in neither reſpect can our re- 
igion be charged with being a ſcheme con- 
trived by human cunning, to ſerve the tate 
for an engine of policy, as almoſt every other 
eſtabliſhment of that kind in the world ma- 
nifeſtly appears to be: But a ſyſtem 7ran- 
ſerib'd from the plain, indiſpenſable injunc- 
. tions of divine goodneſs; and where theſe 
leave it free, made conformable to the ear- 
lieſt and pureſt examples. It is, beſides, ſuch 
a ſyſtem, as is neither overcharged with un- 
neceſſary appendages, but framed as imple as 
1 and En . which it ſtands; nor di- 
rected to any other end, than that of mak- 
ing us wiſer and better; nor forced upon any 
of us againſt our own free choice, and volun- 
tary ſubmiſſion. This is a true and faithful 
deſcription of the ſtate we are in ; and will 
any man venture to ſay, that this is not a 
ſtate of liberty? Will he be audacious — 
to maintain, that an adminiſtration founded 
; on 
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[ 20 ] 
on reaſon, aiming at the commen good of ſo- 
ciety, and providing for the fafety and conti- 
nuance of publick happineſs, is an arbitrary 
and illegal eſtabliſhment ? Or that indivi- 
dual, under ſuch a beneficial management of 
their concerns, are neither poſſeſs' d of 4% the 
privilege, they. can with for; nor of a ſuffi- 
cient ſecurity for its Profervation, as far as 
government can convey that benefit ? Surely 
theſe are abſurdities, that ſtare us too full in 
the face, to have the aſſurance of advancing 
them: unleſs we can be daring enough to 
declare for n law, no religion; no biſhop, 
no king; all anarchy and atheiſin ; and ſo 
blind enough to believe, there can be liberty 
in confuſion, or freedom in e, torture. Where 
men are not difpoſed to run ſuch Horrid, ſuch 
unnatural lengths, they muſt allow, that a 
conduct bounded by reaſon and conſcience, is 
juſt /zicb a conduct, as a rational creature 
ouglit invariably to keep to; and that every 
eſtabliſiment, which. gives fabjects the power 
of conforming to this fading rule of prac- 
tice ; and even helps, encourages, and pro- 
tects them in their purpoſes, when tending 
to this end; or elfe by wholeſome checks pre- 
vents their running into extremes, inconſiſtent 
with their 9I;gations and their hoppineſs ; e- 
very fuch adminiſtration (to which kind ours 
belongs) is a true friend and guardian of ge- 
nuine liberty; and thoſe, that have the com- 
fort of living under ſuch wiſe — 
mu 


er! 

muſt be deem'd to enjoy their native freedom 
in all the latitude, that the good of ſociety, and 
even of individuals, admits of. It will not then 
be denied, that our ſtate is a ſtate of liberty, 
where every kind of jft privilege is grant 
and ſecured. And this admitted, it will be 
reaſonable to infer; that no man ſhould either 
wnconcernedly or treacheroufly ſurrender ſuch 
acquirements, to the 4arf7fu/ infinuations, or 
more violent expedients of thoſe, who envy 
their continuance, and intend their ſubver- 
ſion: ſince liberty in any reſpect, and much 
more when extenſive, as ours is, appears to 
be a happineſs fo great, and a bleſſing ſo real, 
that not only they, who have 7a/ted the ſweets 
of it, have ever on that ſcore been ready to 
undergo the greateſt hardſhips, rather than 
guietly to refign it; but even thoſe, who have 


no notions of it but from reflexion, and have by 


birth and habit contracted an eafmeſs under 


ny, are however found 7/7 in extolling 


the Felicity of ſuch a condition, and pouring 
out many a ſecret wiſh for the grant and en- 
joyment of it. Indeed, as Iiberty, under its 
juſt bounds, can never be found fault with, but 
by the paſſionate and overbearing, that can 
brook no controul ; its origin may be averr'd 
to be virtucus, and itſelf the darling object of 
the good: which conſideration cannot but re- 
commend it to the ęſteem of all that have 
a taſte for probity ; eſpecially, when the obſer- 
vation appears ſo weil founded, that it has 27 
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ances of time, when theſe great events hap- 


[22] 


the ſanction of the divine conduct to ſupport 


it. For our liberty, no leſs than that Sr Paul 


was ſpeaking of to the Galaticus in my text, 
is a liberty, with which God hath made us free. 
It is a liberty he has founded; it is a liberty he 
has encouraged ; it is a liberty he has defended ; 
it is a liberty he has ſaved from ruin. That the 


plan of our government is of Saxon growth, 


and that many very ſignal privileges were gain- 
ed then, and ſince the Norman conquelt ; this 
the evidence of hiſtory makes unqueſtionable, 
But yet it is clear, that even ſo little a way 
as theſe improvements went, they were in a 
continual ſtate of fluctuation, till the late re- 
volution: and the chief ingredient of our hap- 
pineſs (that of the profeſſion of true religion) 


it is plain, was not acquired till the reforma- 


tion, nor fully ſettled and ęſtabliſbed till the 
remarkable period ut mentioned, or rather 
till the ſettlement of the crown in the preſent 
royal family took place. The reformation, 
therefore, and the revolution, with its happy 
conſequence, the proteſtant ſucceſſion, are the 
true and proper dates of our felicity. And 

= attended to the critical circum- 


pened ; as well as to the few, unlikely means, 


uſed to bring them about; or the many ob/ta- 


cles thrown in the way of them; or the con- 


currence of various remarkable providences, in 

the extraordinary and favourable application 

of ſubordinate cauſes ; or the ina a 
0 


. 

of truth and juſtice over all oppoſition, tho 
the moſt formidable, and the moſt reſolute, 
that could well be form'd ; he will not want 
to be convinc'd, that the finger of God has 
founded the freedom he is now adviſed to per- 
fiſt in, any more than he can avoid inferring, 
from the courſe of divine bleſſings on that free- 
dom, during the v period of it, and from 
the v;/ible interpoſitions of heaven in defence 
of it, offen when brought to the brink of 
deſtruction, that the 9 almighty hand, 
that commanded our happineſs into being, has 
all along countenanced and protected it to the 
utter diſappointment of thoſe that wiſh us 
evil. If then the bleſſings of liberty are not 
ſufficient to attract and captivate our hearts; 
if we be deaf to the charmer, charm ſbe never 
ſo wiſely; if we cannot be perſuaded by her 
to be /feady and reſolute in the maintenance 
and ſupport of her cauſe, and our felicity; 
ſurely the conſideration of its being a divine 
grant, «ſhould have its proper effect on our 
minds, and move us to do that in point of 
gratitude and duty, which our paſſions perhaps 
may hinder us from doing in point of feln. 
tereſt. It would certainly be ſomewhat ſtrange- 
ly audactous, to be falſe in any ſenſe to the 
eſtabliſhment we live under, whilſt God, our 
great creator and benefactor, does not diſdain 
to ſhew it to be his ordinance, and may be un- 
derſtood to enjoin our attachment to it, by thoſe 
ftignal mercies and providences, he has 2 

en 


: 
" 
1 
5 
4 
* =y 
7 L 
* 
* 
0 + 
* U 
6 PI. 
: : 
4 
. 
* 
* 
= of 
+44 
"4 o 
„ 
\ 
iT 
= 
2 CE 
T : 
% „ 
0 I. 
* * 
4 1 
1 
. 
LP * 
* 
1 
14 
27 
- = 
* 
i) < 
„ 
| x 
Pa F 
* 
1 "* - 
99 
"7.4 
Fa = 
E 
44 n 
4 
Ls 
5 
{ 30 
* 
1 * 
* "0 
1 0 
19 4 
1 
of; 


: 
Sz 15 
4 1 ; 
4 4 
„% 
- <4 * 
* 1 
gt 
„ = 
* 
1 
OY „ 
("gt 
OY 8 
\ * * 
* . 
. We 
4 LY 
, . * y þ 
5 


7 


[ 24 ] 
been ready to vouchſafe in its behalf. At leaſt, 
for ſuch a way of procceding, tho' it appears 


monſtrous enough in ite to make us aſhamed 
to own any. di/pgfition to it, ſome plea ſhould 
be offer'd,. ſome play/ible conſideration aſſign- 
ed, that we may not incur the imputation of 
folly, as well as perverſeneſs, nor ſeem to be 
like the devils in hell, wicłed for wickedneſs 
fake, But what apology could any one bring 
for deſerting the liberty, wherewith. G has 
made him free, when the only fruit of his de- 
fection, anſwerably to what the text ſets forth, 
would prove his being entangled again with the 
yoke of bondage? Tho' ſome among us may 
and do think otherwiſe of this matter, men of 
reflexion, however, cannot but conſider the 
change that is propoſed to be made in our pre- 
ſent eſtabliſhment, as tending to this very 
dreadful and pernicious end. For all invaders 
whatever, (and no better title do the /awvs of 
the land, or our own reaſon, permit us to 
give to the chzef of our preſentrebellion) claim, 
in point of congue/t, a right of governing at 
pleaſure ; and as they have riſen to the ſum- 
mit of their wiſhes, thro” violence and fraud, 
it is by the ſame illegal and arbitrary methods 
they muſt preſerve their acquiſitions. And 
what can be expected from ſuch a govern- 
ment? Can any man fancy he ſhall be 
allowed to appeal againſt any encroach- 
ments, or to plead any independent privilege ? 
Fancy he may, but all in vain ; where the 

throne 
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throne is founded in iniquity : And the true ex, 
vent, he may be ſure to befal him under ſuch 
circumſtances, is, that he ſhall be obliged to 
ſubmit to his /avery, without ſo much as daring 
to fell his grievance, and allowed only the un- 
comfortable task of fortifying his patience a- 
gainſt the worſt he can undergo. Nor is this 
the only light, in which we ſhould view the 
bondage that awaits us. It bears a more di 
mal aſpect ſtill with reſpect to our religion. 
For in this, if matters ſucceed to the withes 
of our enemies, we muſt be contented to give 
up our bibles, and forms of ſound worſhip, in 
exchange for legends and maſ5-books, and ſuch 
other writings, as they in great goodneſs ſhall 
be pleaſed to favour us with. We muſt im- 
plicitly, and without 1 yield to their 
infallibilit y. We muſt model our faith by 
their preſcriptions, We mult ſuffer our con- 

ſciences to be led as they liſt. We muſt re- 
veal every ſecret of our hearts, under pretence 
of confeſſing our fins. We muſt undergo 
whatever wholeſome penance, or puniſhment, 
they ſhall think proper to inflict, We muſt 
admit our ſouls to have been ſubjected to a 
ſtate of purgation, during their good pleaſure. 
We muſt make our final ſalvation dependent 
upon their bounty, or purchaſe it of their 
hands at the expence of our fortunes. In a 
word, we mult ever act towards them, as men 
poſſeſſed of ſupreme uncontroulable dominion ; 
as they, that fit in the ſeat of God, and in 
whoſe hands are the iſſues of life and * 

3 An 
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And when thro' ſuch various tribulation we 
are prepared to enter into their kingdom of dark- 
neſs, we muſt without heſitancy reſolve, dail 

and hourly to pay various homage to wood, 
ſtone and canvaſs; to ſupplicate thoſe, who 
by nature are no Gods, nor mediators by ap- 
pointment ; and to add to theſe and other 
fuch like wicked practices, that greateſt of a- 
bominations, the adoring of a' wafer, as tranſ- 
form'd, tho' ind:/t:ngurſhably, into the diſlant 
and ever-glorious body of our Lord and Savi- 
our. This is a ſhort ſketch of thoſe dreadful 
conſequences, which the preſent rebellion, 
ſhould God ſuffer it to fucceed, will znfa/l;b/y 
be attended with. And enough, it ſhould /cem:, 
were ſuch a repreſentation to convince us that 
the true and proper name of both kinds of ſub- 
miſſions is favery, even the wor that can be 
thought of. For no perſon in this way, it is 
evident, is ſuffered to be u to obligations ſa- 
cred and eternal, but forced to give them,and all 
his faculties up to the abſolute and irreſiſtible 
ſway of men, by no ſuſt right ſuperior to him- 
ſelf, and who in al their dealings mean no- 
thing but to make a property of thoſe they 
command. And what ſhall we call bondage, 
if this unconditional ſubmiſſion to the will of o- 
thers, and this abſo/ute dependence upon it, be 
not accounted ſuch? Nay we mult gofurther; 
we mult pronounce the b:ndage of the grievous 
fort ; a yoke, which neither ae, nor our fathers 
were able to bear. For in this ſyſtemof ſpiritual 
and temporal tyranny, we may obſerve, that e- 


very 
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very thing runs counter to our natural or im- 
proved reaſon; to reaſon and conſcience; to 
reaſon, conſcience, and duty; and that men are 
therein ſubjected on one hand to very affecting 
interruptions in their worldly concerns, and on 
the other to a worſe drudgery of devotional 
ſervices : All which muſt necds occation great 
renitences, dejections, and umegſineſſes of mind, 
and ſo make the bondage, that occaſions them, 
fit heavy upon thoſe, who are forced into it; 
ſo much the more heavy, as all methods of re- 
dreſs are not only denied, but every attempt 
to procure it conſtantly diſcouraged, often ſe- 
verely puniſhed. The liberty of ſpeech, and 
that of the preſs, we know from ing experi- 
ence, are things ut allowed of in arbitrary 
governments, ſuch as that we are threatened 
with ; and we know too, that when any are 
diſcovered treſpaſſing in either way, there are 
priſons always ready to receive the delinquents, 
and ſorer condemmnations at hand to ſubject them 
to. And then, as to religion, we are well aſſu- 
red from inconteſted records and facts, that po- 
pery brooks not the guνᷣioning of the truth of 
any part of her faith or worſhip ; and the /e/s, 
when the oppoſition is grounded in reaſon and 
ſeripture : but immediately brandithes Hell and 
damnation, to. check her opponents in their 
preſumptuous diſpoiitions; or if thoſe terrors do 
not anſwer the purpoſe, ſhe is ready to apply 
the more definitive remedies of racks and tor- 
tures, murders and mailacres, that ſhe may re- 
main undiſturbed in the foverezgnty, ſhe 1 0 
Claum 
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claim to. Theſe are the finiſbing appendages 
of that yoke, which it is intended to lay on our 
ſhoulders : And ſurely even the moſt diſtan: 
2 pect of ſuch fearfu/tyranny, both over our 
dies and ſouls, cannot but determine us to 
conſider it, as the moſt znſufferable bondage, we 
can poſſibly be entangled with ; unleſs we are 
weary of the eaſy burden, and inconteſted mild- 
neſs of our preſent eſtabliſhment, or fo ſurfeit- 
ed with our extenfive happineſs, as to have loſt 
the very notions of miſery, It is true, that ma- 
ny have formerly attempted, and may now a- 
gain endeavour to perſuade us, that our z7va- 
der, or he, under whom he acts, tho' confeſs- 
edly nurtur'd in the communion of the church 
of Rome, and moſt zealouſly attached to its in- 
tereſts, will however content himſelf with the 
private profeſſion of the religion he has choſe, 
and not be urged thereby to make, and much 
leſs to force upon us by illegal or cruel means, 
any eſſcntial alterations either in church or ſtate; 
ſo that the change now meditating, ſhould, it 
we believe them, be thought only to affect the 
family on the throne, and not any other privi- 
lege, the nation poſſeſſes. But with their good 
leave, were theſe things ſo, one would imagine 
the oaths of abjuration of the pretender, and of 
allegiance to his preſent majeſty, which 9/7 
have ſolemnly taken, and many of us more than 
once ; together with the 77valuable bleſſings we 
enjoy, under the jut and mild adminiſtration of 
one of the beſt and greateſt of kings; were 
ſechicient to make us reject all propotals for a 
PE © change 


EAA, 
change of hands, when, beſides the uncertainty 
our moſt certain poſſeſſions would be ſubjected 
to, nothing rl gained by ſuch a meaſure, 
but the h:deous ſtain of black ingratitude, and 
the horrid guilt of perjury. Surely it would 
be folly, the moſt unaccountable, thus to ren- 
der ourſelves dete/table in the ſight of God and 
man for no manner of advantage ; and all in 
favour of a perſon, whom education and reli- 
gion, as well as the conjtitutions of the king- 
dom, deprive of any ground of relation to us. 
However, this is arguing upon the moſt Fa- 
vourable ſuppoſition : A ſuppoſition which 
ought not, cannot be entertain'd ; that I mean, 
of the ſecurity of our privileges under a papiſt. 
For is it poſſible, there ſhould be any ind 
of intercourſe and agreement between governors 
and governed, where a mutual jealouſy, oc- 
caſioned by their drferent intereſts, cannot 
but perpetually ſubſiſt? Is it likely, that one, 
who has been taught not to keep faith to here- 
tics, ſhould be true to any promiſes, he can 
make to us? Is it to be imagined that the de- 
ſpotick and overbearing ſpirit of 26 gue will 
diſpoſe a prince to a mild and legal admini- 
ſtration ? Will the zea/, that ever attends ig- 
norance and ſuperſtition, and which is ſo re- 
markable in the meaneſt among the Romanijts, 
be of % force in a perſon, inveſted with 
power to render it conſpicuous ? And can it be 
expected, that any thing under heaven will 
be held /acred and inviolable by a man, while 
the moſt glaring inſtances of injuſtice, the 
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- cruelleſt arts of perſecution, are repreſented to, 


and believed by him, juſtiſiabls before any 


tribunal, as long as it is intended to promote 


thereby, as they term it, the greater glory of 
Gad? By no means. Theſe are all next to ab- 
ſolite contradictions and impoſſibilities, ſo 
much the more concluſive, as they are abun- 


dantly confirm'd by fact. The bigotted Q. 


Mary's thort, but cruel reign, after the Re- 
formation had taken root in this kingdom, thro” 
the countenance and encouragement of K. 


Henry VIII. and K. Edward VI. is one doleful 
example, to what execrable lengths popery will 


carry thoſe, who zealouſly eſpouſe its princi- 
ples and intereſts. The notorious attempts up- 
on our whole liberty, and the horrid maſſacre 
committed, under the adminiſtration of K. 
Charles I. by the advice, and at the inſtigation 
of his queen and her blood-thirſty prieſts, theſe 


are another proof of the ſame reſtleſs and im- 


placable ſpirit that ever aCtuates thoſe of the 


Romiſh communion, where they. have power 


* 


to exert it. A ſtill farther evidence to the 


ſame purpoſe may be gathered from the cont: - 


nua encroachments made on the rights of the 
people, and from the perpetual difquiet given 
to thoſe of the eftabhiſh'd religion, during 
great part of the reign of K. Charles II. thro' 
the reſtleſs importunities, and unwearied ma- 
chinations of the then D. of York and his ad- 
berents, in order to eſtabliſh popery and arbitra- 
ry government among us. And when the D. 


of York aſcended the throne under the name 
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of James II. notwithſtanding his ſolemn engage- 


ments to his people, repeated over and over again, 
we find the four fatal years of his tyranny (for 


ſo muſt it be call d) were diſtinguiſhed by no- 
thing, but illegal extenſions of the prerogative; 


ill-grounded imputations of plots and conſpira- 
cies; iniquitous adminiſtrations of zuftzce ; ſe- 


cret aſſaſſinations, and publick murders; and at 


laſt by that moſt exhlicit evidence of hatred to 
our * the impriſonment of no leſs than 
ſeven of our biſhops. Thus have we heard 


with our ears, and thus have our fathers decla- 


red unto us,the horrid works, papiſts have done 


in their days, and in the old time before them. 


And ſurely. after ſuch a number of proofs, 
which might be greatly encreaſed from the 
hiſtories of other nations; and after ſo many 


clear reaſons, as have been before given, it can- 


not certainly be queſtioned, but that a popr/b 
prince is ztferly unqualified to reign over a free 
and a proteſtant people. And when we recol- 
let, that the change intended to be forced up- 


on us note, is of popith cantrivance, ſupported 


by popiſh powers, carried on by popith weelh, 
and is to raiſe a popiſh hi get to the throne, we 
muſt needs expect to have pgpery ſettled among 
us, ſhould the ſcheme ſucceed, and with it to 
be entangled again with a yoke of bondage, ſo 
grievous and oppreſſing that our fathers were 
never able, and we their ſons, it is to be hop- 


ed, never ſhall be willing to ſubmit to jt. On 


the contrary, as we 1o clearly perceive our 
danger, and know its greatneſs, l=t us provide 
3 againſt 
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inſt it by every juſt mean, by every probable 
—— 5 nd — can rate ab be ? 
what theſe meaſures? but an inviolable at- 
tachment to our preſent happy conſtitution both 
in church and ſtate ; a /zvely perſuaſion of its 
uncontrovertible /ega/ity ; a hearty abhorence 
of all kinds of compromiſes with our enemies ; 
a reſolute performance of every obligation we 
lie under to our governors ; a readineſs in con- 
tributing all we can to the effectual ſupport of 
our cauſe ; and undaunted oppoſition to the 
diſturbers of our peace, notwithſtanding any 
hardſhips or cruelties we may be forc'd to un- 
dergo; in a word, a /teadineſs to our principles, 
in itſef well- grounded, and in its conſequences Wl 
unvariable, active, loyal. Thus ſhould we be- 
have, if we would be thought averſe to thoſe Ml 
chains, which, in caſe of ſucceſs, our enemies 
will be ſure 0 bind us with, And thus tool 
thould we /tudy to evidence, both our value 
for the great and ineſtimable liberty we enjoy 
and our gratitude to the divine goodneſs for 
his peculiar care and providence in granting 
and preſerving it to us. May the almighty 
ſupport us in our endeavours for ſuch a practice 
May he inspire us with a like reſolution in th 

formance of all our other duties! And be 
ing thus rendered fit objects of his mercy, may 
we have the comfort of ſceing again the ſalvaW 
tion of our God in the diſaptoint ment of our cf 
nemies, and the re-e/tabliſhment of our peace 
both in church and ſtate ! | 
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